RESPONSE TO TEXT (FICTION)
In responses to literature, student show understanding of reading, connect what has been read to the broader world of ideas, concepts, and issues, and make judgments about the text.  This is evident when students:

· Establish interpretive claims and support them; clearly articulate a point of view, or state a firm judgment about the piece discussed (Tell what the story is about; state the theme of the story.  Think about how this story relates to you and your life.  You should pick a story that does relate to you—remember the piece of literature is your choice.  How it connects to you and your life is one of the themes of the story.)

· Go beyond retelling of plot by reflecting on what is read and by making connections to broader ideas, concepts, and issues (You should BRIEFLY summarize the plot in the introduction.  Then, only tell plot to illustrate your point.  I DO NOT want a book report---don’t tell me what happened in the story after your introduction except to support an interpretive claim.)

· Connect plot/idea/concepts to experience, including other literature (These connections are your support for your interpretive claims.  The connections may be real-life experiences or they may be other things you’ve read.)
· Support judgments about what has been read by drawing from experience, other literature, and evidence from the text, including direct quotations (These are some strategies for supporting your interpretive claims.  You MUST use some direct quotations and include parenthetic notations for citations.  This is REQUIRED.)
· Maintain a sense of audience by addressing the reader’s possible questions (Don’t forget my questions!  Some of you are getting really good at remembering your reader!)
· Engage the reader effectively and provide closure (It really, really needs an ending.  Summarize and don’t forget the “hook.”)
RESPONSE TO TEXT (NONFICTION)

In responses to literature, student show understanding of reading, connect what has been read to the broader world of ideas, concepts, and issues, and make judgments about the text.  This is evident when students:

· Establish interpretive claims and support them; clearly articulate a point of view, or state a firm judgment about the article or book (Tell what the article or book is about; state the theme of the article or book.  Think about how this article or book relates to you and your life.  You should pick an article or book that does relate to you—remember the piece of literature is your choice.)

· Go beyond retelling of content by reflecting on what is read and by making connections to broader ideas, concepts, and issues (I DO NOT want a report---don’t tell me what happened in the book or article after your introduction except to support an interpretive claim.)

· Connect plot/idea/concepts to experience, including other literature (These connections are your support for your interpretive claims.  The connections may be real-life experiences or they may be other things you’ve read. However, the bulk of the essay should be ABOUT THE ARTICLE OR BOOK.  This is NOT a personal reflection; this is a reflection about the ARTICLE OR BOOK.)

· Support judgments about what has been read by drawing from evidence from the text, including direct quotations, personal experience, and other literature. (These are some strategies for supporting your interpretive claims.  You MUST use some direct quotations.  This is REQUIRED.)

· Maintain a sense of audience by addressing the reader’s possible questions (Don’t forget my questions!  Some of you are getting really good at remembering your reader!)

· Engage the reader effectively and provide closure (It really, really needs an ending.  Summarize and don’t forget the “hook” or “AHA!”)
















